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The Environmental Impact Assessment Process

…requires that any project or activity 

which may have significant impact on the 

environment may be required to carry out 

an  Environmental Impact Assessment.
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The Environmental Impact Assessment Process

Being a planning tool

Examining

Ensuring the development

of mitigation measures

for promoting environmental sound 

development practices.

both the adverse and beneficial 

environmental consequences of a 

project design.

to address the environmental 
consequences during project 
development.



• Developer (private or public) apply to the DOE to determine if an EIA is 

required for said project.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Process

Prior to the commencement of any 

project or activity.

submit

Environmental 

checklist

/ project proposal

review

proposal

Determines:

An EIA is required1

An EIA is not required2
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The Environmental Impact 
Assessment Process

EIA not required2 

Subject to:

1.The signing of an Environmental 

Compliance Plan

2.Other conditions set forth by the 

Department

3.Payment of an environmental 

monitoring fee

The project or 

undertaking may 

be granted 

environmental 

clearance by the 

Department



EIA is developed by the developer based on the TOR and contents of an 

EIA, and submitted to the DOE.

A Terms of Reference, 

or TOR, is developed.

TOR identifies major 

environmental issues 

that may be affected 

during the development 

of the project

Water Resources Quantity, 

quality, 

accessibility

Special Ecosystems Key species

Flora & Fauna Populations, 

habitat, key 

species

Impacts associated with:

Generation of solid, hazardous, liquid / 

sewage waste

Energy generation

Transportation

Socio-economic factors

✓
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EIA is required1 



Executive 

Summary

Mitigation 

Plans

Monitoring 

Plans

Project 

Description

Significant 

environmental 

impacts

Policy, legal 

& Admin. 

Framework

Physical 

Environment

Environmental 

Consequences

Project 

Alternatives

Direct / 

Indirect 

Impacts

The Environmental Impact Assessment 
Process



Recommendations:

EIA 

Inadequate:

Requires 

further 

investigation

Further public 

consultation 

necessary

Development 

not proceed 

Development 

proceed: 

Subject to 

conditions

National 

Environment

al Appraisal 

Committee 

(NEAC)

On recommendation 
Decision made 

by DOE 
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Coastal Zone / 

Marine Resources 

Manager

Director of 

Geology & 

Petroleum

Director of 

Health 

Services

Commissioner 

of Lands

Chief 

Environment

al Officer

2 NGO / 

Private sector 

Reps.

Tertiary-level 

Institution 

Rep.

Human 

Development or 

Social Officer

Chief Engineer

Chief 

Meteorologist

Fisheries 

Administrator

Chief Forest 

Officer
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This process should be open and accessible to the general public.

Two-way flow

of informationProject Proponents

& the EIA team

General Public, especially

local communities

Objectives:

1. Express opinions and points of view

2. Give advice

3. Provide details and explanations

4. Make deliberations
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Preventative approach Vs. Reactive approach

Evaluate of expected effects
on human health and the natural 

and cultural environment

Consider alternative project

designs

Including mitigation measures 
incorporated into project design

Balance between development and the environment!
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Thank you for your attention!!

Belize Department of the 

Environment-DOE
doe_belize DOE - Belize

Thank you for your 
attention

Department of the Environment

7552 Hummingbird Highway

Belmopan City

Tel: 822-2819     or    822-2548

Email: envirodept@environment.gov.bz

Web site: www.doe.gov.bz

mailto:envirodept@environment.gov.bz
http://www.doe.gov.bz/

